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This presentation identifies the four main groupings of subjects listed on
international educational records, commonly called franscripts, academic
histories, marks sheets, or statements of marks. The four are:

1. Records with credits per subject;

2. Records with hours per subject;

3. Records with marks per subject;

4. Records without credits, hours, or marks per subject.

Sample documents, with suggested methodologies, are provided for each of the
four types. '



RECORDS WITH CREDITS PER SUBJECT

The United States follows a credit system which typically assigns one credit hour
for each contact hour (50 minutes) of instruction per week, with 30 semester
credit hours as the typical year of full-time study. Many other countries use a
credit system, but not all countries allot one credit for one hour of instruction.

Mexico uses a system, sometimes called ANUIES, which doubles the credits
allotted to each clock hour of theory. Since weekly attendance hours may be
higher in Mexico than in the United States, the credits may appear to be triple
those normally seen on US transcripts. A four-year Mexican degree can require
some 400 créditos which must be reduced to some 125-130 semester credit
hours. . The following approximate conversions may be used: 11-14 créditos = 4
semester credit hours, 8-10=3, 5-7=2, 2-4=1, and 0-1 =0.

Sample 1-A: Reduce the 295 credits appearing on page one of the two-
page transcript to some 90-100 semester credit hours.

The concept of credits varies across Canada, even within provinces. Some
Canadian universities weigh their subjects in terms of half and full credits. In this
system, each Canadian half credit (0.50) = 3 semester credit hours and each
Canadian full credit (1.00) = 6 semester credit hours.

Sample 1-B: Increase the 20.5 credits to 123 semester credit hours.

British universities use both CATS and ECTS. The Credit Accumulation and
Transfer Scheme is based on the premise that each year of full-time higher
education equates to 120 CATS. The European Credit Transfer and
Accumulation System is based on the premise that each year of full-time higher
education equates to 60 ECTS.

Sample 1-C: Reduce the 470 CATS by 4 (that is, 120 + 30 = 4) and the
235 ECTS by 2 (that is, 60 + 30 = 2) to yield some 120 semester credit
hours. ‘
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