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Whether you evaluate foreign transcripts 
yourself or need to assess the quality of work 
done by a private evaluation company, you will 
need tools in order to make sense of what you 
are looking at and to judge it fairly.

There are lots of tools for evaluating 
international credentials. Here is a selection of 
excellent paid and free resources.
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Paid Resources

Most of these are printed publications, but one is an online resource. 

AACRAO Edge is an Electronic Database for Global Education and is a web 
based resource.  Currently there are 231 Countries listed and for every 
country there is an education overview, education ladder, grading scale, list 
of credentials with US equivalencies and placement recommendations, and 
lists of postsecondary resources.

You can preview the resource here: http://edge-preview.aacrao.org/
The password is Ghana

The cost is $495.00 for member institutions for two users.

http://edge-preview.aacrao.org/
http://edge-preview.aacrao.org/
http://edge-preview.aacrao.org/
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Print Publications are also available from AACRAO

CƻǊŜƛƎƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭǎ wŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ όǘƘŜ άwŜŘ .ƻƻƪέ ύ ƛǎ ŀ ƘŀƴŘȅ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ 
239 countries. It tells what credentials you would need from a student. It was 
last published in 2003.

AACRAO also publishes guides to individual countries. Titles in the Country 
guide Series include Russia, France and the United Kingdom. Older volumes 
are part of the PIER World education Series and are still available.

The website for ordering publications is as follows:
http://www.aacrao.org/publications/catalog.cfm

http://www.aacrao.org/publications/catalog.cfm
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The International Handbook of Universities 

This hugehandbook (currently in two volumes) is very valuable if you 
are admitting students to graduate programs. For every country, there is 
an education overview,  and then a listing of recognized public and 
private institutions, including a history and programs offered.

It is currently $735.00 for the current edition, but was $588 at Barnes 
and Noble the last time I checked.
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The 2010 
edition 
contains 5128 
pages and 
covers 183 
countries.
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There are also many country  or regional specific guides.

Guide to Higher Education in Africa, 4th edition, 2008, $125.00 from publisher
This book has information to help you evaluate both undergraduate and 
undergraduate applicants. 46 countries are in the guide and the education system 
of each country is described.
http://us.macmillan.com/guidetohighereducationinafricafourthedition

Chinese Universities and Colleges, 5th edition, 2009 (price not on website)
Lists all higher education institutes recognized by the Ministry of Higher Education.
http://en.ceaie.edu.cn/en_news_detail.php?id=4966

Universities Handbook, 31st edition, 2006, $350.00
This lists information on higher education institutions in India.
http://www.aiuweb.org/publication/publication.asp

http://us.macmillan.com/guidetohighereducationinafricafourthedition
http://en.ceaie.edu.cn/en_news_detail.php?id=4966
http://www.aiuweb.org/publication/publication.asp
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Free Resources

There are many free resources available.  These include blogs, discussion groups, 
government agencies and free material provided by private credential evaluation 
agencies. 

One great source is your fellow international educators ςmany of whom are on the 
Yahoo Groups networking group Inter-L. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/inter-l/

Here is part of the official description: 
Networking group for those involved in the many facets of international education. 
The information exchanged in this group is wholly on a voluntary basis and as such 
should be checked for accuracy. 
It is a high traffic group, so you might want to get messages in a digest.

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/inter-l/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/inter-l/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/inter-l/
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Another great source is a blog written by Peggy Bell Hendrickson, formerly 
assistant director of International Admissions at the Univ of North Texas and a 
frequent presenter at NAFSA.

http://www.transcriptresearch.com/

On her blog/website are many of her training handouts, including a 51 page 
handout of countries in the Nile Basin , a 30 page guide to Secondary School 
Credentials and a 353 page manual  titled Researching International Education 
Systems and Institutionsthat included hundreds of active links to information to 
educational systems around the world.

Here is the direct link to the manual
http://www.transcriptresearch.com/pdf/Research_Document.pdf

http://www.transcriptresearch.com/
http://www.transcriptresearch.com/pdf/Research_Document.pdf
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NCAA, Guide to International Academic Standards for Athletics Eligibility

http://www.ncaapublications.com/productdownloads/IS10.pdf

This guide is updated every year and the web page changes when it is 
updated. This is the location of the 2010 guide, which just went on line this 
month

This guide is invaluable for dealing with athletes and very useful for any 
undergraduate international student. It tells you what credentials the 
NCAA accepts as equivalent to a US high school diploma and the grading 
scales they use.

http://www.ncaapublications.com/productdownloads/IS10.pdf
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WES (World Education Services) 
World Education Services is a professional credential evaluation 
service that does a lot of training and has a lot of free information on 
their site. 

They have a grade conversion guide here:
http://www.wes.org/gradeconversionguide/

You need to register to use the grade conversion guide, but it is free.

And you can get their free newsletter here:
http://www.wes.org/ewenr/10mar/index.asp

http://www.wes.org/gradeconversionguide/
http://www.wes.org/ewenr/10mar/index.asp
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